Conqress of the United States
d@ashington, DL 20510

May 22, 2023

President Joseph R. Biden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden:

We write today to voice our strong opposition to your Administration’s plan to establish a
national “hotline” to counsel individuals on how to obtain an abortion and certain family
planning services.' The hotline would utilize taxpayer dollars to launch a national campaign for
abortion referral services, undermining the intentions of the Title X Family Planning Program.

Title X of the Public Health Service Act was enacted with the intention to provide family
planning services for low-income women.” The underlying Title X statute (42 U.S.C. 300a-6)
prohibits Title X dollars from funding abortion as a method of family planning.’ In October of
2021, the Biden Administration finalized a rule that violated the spirit of this law by actively
supporting abortion.* The rule provided Title X funding to clinics that perform elective abortions
and requires grantees to make abortion referrals. Money is fungible; when abortion providers
receive Title X dollars, it makes other funding available to provide abortions. The Government
Accountability Office found that Title X was the largest source of discretionary funding for
Planned Parenthood — providing approximately $60 million annually.’

The Administration’s new announcement goes even further in using Title X funds to promote
abortion. The $1.5 million grant would establish a hotline to provide counseling referrals for
several services, among which includes ‘pregnancy termination’.® Your Administration has
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stated that only current Title X grantees, who you require to be willing to refer for abortion, will
be considered to run the hotline.

We urge you to recognize that it is a grievous misuse of funds for the federal government to
promote abortion. The majority of Americans recognize this fact and do not want their tax
dollars to go toward funding abortions.” In a recent poll, 60 percent of Americans did not support
tax-payer funded abortions.®

Instead of funding a hotline that appears to be biased toward encouraging and promoting
elective abortion, we urge the Department of Health and Human Services to develop a
comprehensive hotline and/or website with a list of the holistic care and resources available from
the federal, state, and local governments and private entities to assist pregnant women and girls
and their unborn children. This resource list would include where to receive services related to
pregnancy help, casework assistance, adoption information resources, financial assistance,
housing, transportation, clothing, and job assistance. The resource list would also include
information about life-affirming comprehensive health care services, including primary care,
obstetrical and gynecological care, and mental health services.

Providing a resource list of true family planning services that are available to pregnant women
and girls would emphasize the support and provisions offered by pregnancy care centers across
the United States. According to one report, in 2019 alone, a network of 2,700 pregnancy care
centers served approximately 2 million individuals with services worth roughly $266 million,’
which included medical services that were provided free or at a reduced cost. Pregnancy care
centers offer several support and education services, like Prenatal and Parenting Classes,
Childbirth Classes, Breastfeeding Consultations, and After-Abortion Support and Recovery. "
Additionally, pregnancy care centers also offer material support like diapers, wipes, car seats,
baby clothing, and strollers.

As shown above, the $1.5 million of tax-payer money could be spent in a more fiscally
responsible manner that does not aim at increasing the number of abortions in America. We
remain firmly opposed to any plan to fund the establishment of a “national abortion hotline”. We
strongly urge you to refrain from taking any such action, and to respect the original intent of
Title X funding and the sanctity of human life.

Sincerely,
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