Congress of the nited States
PHouge of Repregentatives
TWlashington, BDC 20515

September 30, 2023

Greg Abbott Ken Paxton

Governor ' Attorney General

Office of the Texas Governor Office of the Attorney General
P.O. Box 12428 P.O. Box 12548

Austin, Texas, 78711 Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Governor Abbott and Attorney General Paxton,

As you are aware, just north of Houston, an expansion to the massive residential development of
Colony Ridge is being undertaken. According to their website, developer “Terrenos Houston” markets
owner-financed loans with no credit checks or proof of legal residency, making the location an optimal
haven for illegal aliens amid a historic border crisis.! This development reportedly has up to 75,000
residents, with a staggering illegal immigrant population, and will soon cover an area of more than 50
square miles.? Due to safety concerns and adverse effects on their way of life, Texas constituents have
reached out to Members of Congress about the situation in certain parts of Colony Ridge. We
understand that, to date, local attempts to remediate these issues have been unsuccessful.?
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The Colony Ridge development began more than a decade ago just outside of Plum Grove, Texas, in.
Liberty County.* Observers have indicated it has already doubled the size of its original neighborhood
and appears poised for additional expansion. Reports note a lack of safety infrastructure — such as fire
hydrants — while concerning living conditions, including improvised housing, water, power, and
flooding issues have led many residents and illegal immigration experts to refer to it as a “colonia,”
likening it to the unincorporated slums in the U.S.-Mexico border region.’

State and local law enforcement officials have reported increases in violent crime throughout the county
since new residents, many unlawfully present, have moved into the area, including several high-profile
murders, the largest drug busts in the history of Liberty County, and continuous drug cartel activity.°
According to these same claims, state and local law enforcement treat this area as an effective “no-go
zone,” further heightening the appeal for illegal activity in this development.’

In addition to the growing public safety concerns, this development has caused further negative impacts
on the local school system.® According to Texas Education Agency records, Cleveland ISD has tripled
in size over the previous decade, and much of this is due to the thousands of illegal aliens flocking to
Colony Ridge.’ In an interview last year with Center for Immigration Studies fellow Todd Bensman, the
school district superintendent stated that the district is offering significant stipends and even sponsoring
foreign nationals with H1-B guestworker visas to teach due to the lack of Spanish-language teachers for
new arrival students. !
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Furthermore, local infrastructure has also been burdened. The development has been cited by the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality for, among other incidents, 48,000 gallons of wastewater
contaminating local bayous and significant fecal coliform contamination of drainage ditches.'! Aerial
surveys of Colony Ridge reveal significant erosion of the drainage ditches, which has raised concerns
from local water management advocates that it may contribute to increased flooding of citizens” homes
in downstream communities.'?

If even a fraction of the above claims are accurate, it is unthinkable that such an enormous settlement
would be allowed to persist in Texas, much less expand to more than double in size over the next
decade. As our state reels from the impacts of the ongoing invasion at our southern border, we believe it
is incumbent upon state and local officials to respond appropriately to mitigate the effects on our
citizens, their way of life, and their safety.

While those of us on Capitol Hill stand ready to address Colony Ridge in any way, as states’ rights
advocates, we believe your offices are strategically positioned to examine this situation. To address
these issues, we believe the Office of the Attorney General of Texas is the proper entity to thoroughly
investigate the land purchasing, use, tax status, and other authorizations relating to Colony Ridge and its
affiliate entities.

In conjunction with this effort, we are encouraged that Governor Abbott is prioritizing this critical issue
in the upcoming special session for the Texas Legislature. It is our view that any new state laws created
to address these concerns should be applied and upheld in Colony Ridge and the surrounding area.

Earlier this year, every Republican member of the Texas congressional delegation voted for H.R. 2, the
Secure the Border Act of 2023, which combats the Biden administration’s abuse of parole, requires
mandatory E-Verify, demands resumed border wall construction, and more."* We will continue to fight
for that legislation and do everything we can at the federal level to secure America.

Keeping us apprised of development and sharing the results of your investigations with us will be a vital
tool in our continued efforts to combat what is happening in Colony Ridge — and illegal immigration at
large — at the federal level. Texans are counting on you, and we stand ready to assist in this endeavor.
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Sincerely,

Brian Babin, D.D.S.
Member of Congress
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Troy E. Nehls
Member of Congress
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Morgan Luttrell
Member of Congress
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Michael McCaul
Member of Congress

Chip Roy
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
Member of Congress

Keith Self
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Nathaniel Moran
Member of Congress

Pat Fallon
Member of Congress
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Tony Gonzales
Member of Congress
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Dan Crenshaw
Member of Congress
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Pete Sessions
Member of Congress
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Roggr Williams
Member of Congress

.

John R. Carter
Member of Congress

Wesley Hunt
Member of Congress
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Jake Ellzey
Member of Congress
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Beth Van Duyne
Member of Congress
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Lance Gooden
Member of Congress
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Monica De La Cruz

Member of Congress

Jodey C. Arrington
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud
Member of Congress



